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                AGILITY: Lynda Hicks 

 AHCA ARCHIVES: Helen Stein 

 AHCA RESCUE CHARITABLE TRUST:  JoAnne Buehler 

 AKC DELEGATE: Connie Butherus 

 AKC GAZETTE: Harry Bennett 

 AWARDS: Barb Hastings 

 BREED AND PUBLIC EDUCATION: Marcia and Dom Morelli 

 BREEDERS CUP: Sue Busby 

  2016 Breeders' Cup:   Jason Taylor 

  2017 Breeders' Cup: 

 CANINE HEALTH: Eileen Laudermilch 

 FACEBOOK:  Gary Lennon 

 FINANCE:  Ken Amos 

 INVENTORY: Sue Busby 

 JUDGES EDUCATION: Harry Bennett: MATERIAL: Helen Stein 

 JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP: Anna Stromberg 

 LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS:  www.akc.org/governmentrelations  

 LURE COURSING: Max Ross 

 MAILING LIST: Sue Busby 

 MEMBERSHIP: Jennifer Taylor 

 MENTOR PROGRAM: Christine Pinkston 

 NATIONAL EVENTS LIAISON: Abbe Shaw 

NATIONAL SPECIALTY 2016: Amy Mero & Erica Jantos 

NATIONAL SPECIALTY 2017: 

 OBEDIENCE RALLY/VERSATILITY: Debbie Peterson 

  PARLIAMENTARIAN: Connie Butherus 

  POLICIES & PROCEDURES: Jennifer Taylor 

  PUBLICATIONS COORDINATOR: INTRO: Helen Stein 

 REGIONAL CLUBS: Sharon Pearce 

 RESCUE: Martha Powell 

  STATISTICS: Carol Rivette 

  TOPKNOT NEWS: Russ Hastings 

  WAYS & MEANS: Sue Busby 

 WEB PAGE: Eddie Kominek 

 
 Letter from the Editor  

 

This is the third issue that the new editorial team has produced.  I think it is the best 

one yet; hope you agree.  It is a bit late, I apologize for that but there were some 

features we wanted to include that we feel are worth the wait. The publication con-

tinues to evolve based on comments from the BOD and our readers.. I want to ex-

tend a special thank you to the other members of  the Topknot News Team., Doris 

Horton, Perry Rooks, Allan Reznik and Brian Wood.   As we go to press the transition 

to the new BOD is taking place.  So we have included a message from both Presi-

dents. 

 

Please be sure you look at the information on the National this year in Rhode Island and the World Con-

gress in Ohio.  They both have the promise of being outstanding events.  The World Congress gives us the 

opportunity to showcase our dogs to the world.  More important it gives us the opportunity to showcase 

our hospitality to the fanciers from the rest of the world.  It has been over 20 years from the last World 

Congress in the US.  Letõs all turn out and make it the best ever. 

 

Some special articles in this issue discuss Tick-Borne Disease, Early Afghans, and a New Judge Interview.  

Special thanks to Dogs In Review for allowing us to reprint their article on the National authored by Connie 

Butherus.  

 

Russ Hastings   hrh3judge@gmail.com 

mailto:hrh3judge@gmail.com
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Welcome to the latest edition of 
Topknot News!  I want to person-

ally thank the Topknot News 

team for the excellent magazine they produce.  I moved 

from Chicago to Atlanta last year and had a chance to sort 
and file all of the great magazines that have documented 

our breed over the yearsð The Afghan Hound Review, Our 

Afghans, The Afghan Hound Quarterly and Afghan World 
to name a few.  While the economic climate for magazines 

make it extremely difficult for a for-profit magazine to de-

vote itself to the Afghan Hound, I know everyone appreci-
ates that the Afghan Hound Club of America still publishes 

a first class magazine documenting our breed and the sport 

of showing dogs. 

 
And with my first message in this forum I would like to 

address the unnerving topic of declining entries in Afghan 

Hounds.  I will not go into the causes and potential solu-
tions here (see Facebook!) but I would like to point out that 

our show numbers are also creating a challenge to find vol-

unteers to run our premier events and staff key working 
committees.  As you may know the 2016 National Specialty 

would have normally occurred in the West, according to our 

rotation practices.  But the days of multiple (or even single) 

clubs or chairpersons competing to host the National are in 
the past.  Today the board has to seek out volunteers regard-

less of their location.  Amy Mero and Erica Jantos present-

ed a compelling bid for the 2016 National and since there 
were no prospective show sites in the West, the Board had 

to rearrange the rotation this year.  There has been a lot of 

discussion about 1, 2 or 3 permanent sites but unless some-

one volunteers to chair those events the locations are sec-
ondary.  So if you have always wanted to host a National 

Specialty or chair a committee ð weôre listening! 

 
And as I write this,  Jennifer and Jason Taylor are finalizing 

the details for the Afghan Hound World Congress and 

our  Breedersô Cup in Ohio at the end of March while Amy 
Mero and Erica Jantos are ramping up for the National Spe-

cialty in Warwick in September.  Both events look spectac-

ular and I hope to see you there! 

 
As a final note I want to thank Tony Saia for his great work 

this past year as President of the AHCA and Chairman of 

the Atlanta National.  Tony has always stood up and taken 
on responsibility when needed to make sure our club has 

run smoothly. Kudos! 
 
 

 

Ken Amos  
President 2016 

Members AHCA, 
 

Welcome to yet another Newsletter from our Fantastic 

Topknot News Committee.   This year will be another chal-

lenge for our breed, and it will be up to each member to 
help Promote our Breed, Our Activities, and Our Great 

Events.  We have some new blood joining our current 

BOD, and I am positive that they will help direct our Par-
ent Club in the right Direction.  

 

Please be part of our Solutions and help ideas become   
reality.    

 

Best wishes for a Healthy 2016! 
 

Fondly, 
Tony Saia 

President 2015  
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National Specialties by their 

very nature are unique. Tradi-

tionally the devotees of the 

breed plan, anticipate and 

schedule their time months 

ahead to be sure they do not 

overlook important dates, res-

ervations, events and happen-

ings associated with their Na-

tional Specialty. The breeders, 

exhibitors, attendees and en-

thusiasts of Afghan Hounds are 

true to that tradition.  

    The Afghan Hound Club of America 

held its 79th Annual National Specialty 

show in Atlanta, Ga. from October 18-

22. The five-day event was filled with competitions, meetings, educational offerings, special attractions and 

opportunities to reconnect with friends. Show chairs Tony Saia, Chuck Milne and Linda Jackson ensured that 

those attending the specialty had a wealth of events to enjoy and support.  

    The venue was the Sheraton Atlanta Airport, a convenient shuttle ride from the baggage claim area for those 

arriving by air. The club held its specialty at the same hotel three years before and was most pleased with the 

dog-friendly nature of the site and staff. The famous Southern hospitality abounded.  
 

Day One: Coursing 

Day one was off to a running start with the lure coursing events, and 41dogs entered. The coursing was held at 

Spear's Farm, in Mansfield, Ga. Both ASFA and AKC lure coursing were held with the Chair being Bob Jor-

dan. Judging the events were Dean Wright and Donna Richards. Winning the Best of Breed ASFA competition 

was FC Kominek's Maid of Sapphires (óBrienneô ) owned by Eddie and Dr. Selma Kominek. The Best of 

Breed in the AKC competition was won by Kominek's Rains of Castamere ( óTaistoô ), also owned by the 

Komineks. In the run-off Taisto prevailed and was awarded Best in Event. 

    Back at the hotel the ballroom area was undergoing a spectacular transformation as the conformation ring 

and trophy display were being put in place. The trophy chair, Tony Saia, had assembled the awards from well-

known artists and artisans to complement the traditional club medallions and bronzes offered for the major 

awards. The theme colors were various shades of blue and the artists had used this in creating their pieces. The  

True to Tradition:  
The Afghan Hound Club of America 79

th
 National Specialty   

By Connie Butherus/Photos by Phyllis Ensley 

Reprinted with permission of DOGS in REVIEW  
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result was outstanding in quality and 

quantity. Chuck Milne used glass tow-

ers filled with lavender and magenta 

orchids to provide additional accents 

of color. 

    At the same time the vendors were 

setting up their booths and filling them 

with items for sale. There was artwork 

of every description, photography, 

grooming and care items, vintage col-

lectibles, silent auctions and the highly 

competitive rescue raffle. 

Day Two: Events, Juniors and Wel-

come Party 

The following day began with the Res-

cue Meeting led by the Chair of the 

AHCA Rescue program Martha Powell. This was followed by the Obedience and Rally companion events. 

Judging these events was Connie Parrish. The High Scoring Afghan Hound in Obedience as well as Highest 

Scoring AKC Champion of Record in Regular Classes was Ch. Polo's Oolong to Me n'Myway owned by Cyn-

thia Robicheau, Lorianne Amadeo, Mary Ann and David Giordano.  

    Next was a Juniors seminar coordinated by the clubôs Juniors Chair, Anna Stromberg, and conducted by 

none other than the former handler of international renown, Michael Canalizo. Michael was witnessed putting 

the Juniors through their paces which included the famous "Phantom Turn." After that workout the participants 

were treated to a Pizza Party.  

    The vendors sponsored a Welcome Party for all in attendance to begin the evening. This party has become a 

tradition at the AHCA National Specialty. Chris Kaiser the Vendor Chair instituted the Welcome Party a num-

ber of years ago and sees to it that the tradition continues. This year he had the able assistance of Chuck Milne, 

who is well known for his hospitality expertise.  

    Following the Welcome Party Bruce Clark of Watkins, Colo., began judging the Sweepstakes competition.  
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He and Stephen Fisher are the team behind Shylo Kennels. Veterans Sweepstakes was the first competition 

with the Best in Veteran Sweepstakes going to GCh. Moroki's Blue Resolution owned by Melissa Alexandrop-

oulos. Best of Opposite Sex was awarded to Ch. Llacue's Aloof Inesperada owned by Doris Horton, Wiley 

Horton, Jesus Llano & Michael Cuevas. 

    Regular Sweepstakes classes were full of very promising youngsters giving those in attendance a preview of 

the breed's future. Bruce Clark stated later in the week that his Best in Sweepstakes "blew my socks off." She 

was Google Me of Meadow Valley owned by Ria Wagner, Jan Buttler and Mary Jayne Szczurek, from the     

12 to 15 Months Bitch class. Best Opposite Sex went to Sharja Sunset owned by Patty Kageals and Linda 

Shipley out of the 9 to 12 Months Puppy Dog class.  

Day Three:  AGM, Dog Classes and Breed Education 

The morning of Day Three began early with the Annual Membership Meeting. Tony Saia, AHCA President, 

presided. The business of the parent club filled the morning agenda.  After lunch Terry d. Chacon of Redlands, 

Calif., artist, sculptor and breeder of the ShaCone Afghan Hounds, began adjudicating the class dogs. She went 

about the challenge with poise and assurance. The Winners Dog came from the 12-18 Months class, Kasban 

Sharja Speakeasy, owned by Alisa Vickers, Linda Shipley and his breeder, Laura Mauldin. The Reserve Win-

ners Dog was Sharja Sunset owned by Patty Kageals and Linda Shipley coming from the 9-12 Months class. 

This youngster was also Best Opposite Sex in the Sweepstakes the previous evening. He was bred by Linda 

Shipley and Ken Amos. Winners Dog and Reserve Winners Dog were sired by the same dog, Sharja Share the 

Wealthé.indeed he did.  

    One of the annual events at the National Specialty is the AHCA-sponsored Breed Education Symposium. 

Sandy Frei chaired the evening event which featured Dr. Carmen Battaglia, well known to the Afghan Hound 

fancy for having presented a breeders education program to the AHCA several years earlier. His topic for the 

evening was the breeding of better dogs through analysis of structure, movement and pedigree. This was an 

information-filled presentation and was very well received as evidenced by the sold-out attendance.  

Day Four: Judges Education and Bitch Classes 

Harry Bennett, the Judges Education Chair, began Day Four with his Judges Education program for those indi-

viduals in the process of becoming approved to judge Afghan Hounds. The study group presentation included 

classroom lecture, PowerPoint, hands-on assessments and ringside tutoring.  

  
.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎΣ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ .ƛǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ .Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ {ǿŜŜǇǎǘŀƪŜǎΣ 

DƻƻƎƭŜ aŜ hŦ aŜŀŘƻǿ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ 
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    Held concurrently was the Regional Club 

meeting. The AHCA Board of Directors and 

representatives of the local breed clubs ex-

changed information and discussed matters of 

mutual concern regarding the future of the 

breed and membership. Both the Parent Club 

and the local clubs shared ideas and sugges-

tions as to how to promote, protect and pre-

serve the breed. 

    The afternoon was devoted to the judging 

of the bitch classes by Dr. Edna Kaiser Mar-

tin, better known as ñMidgeò to one and all. 

She went about assessing her entry with dis-

patch and obvious pleasure as she winnowed 

down the classes to the final placements. 

Winners Bitch was Google Me of Meadow 

Valley coming from the 12-18 Months class, 

owned by Ria Wagner, Jan Buttler and Mary 

Jane Szczurek and bred by Ria and Toni 

Wagner of Germany. She was also the Best in 

Sweepstakes winner under Bruce Clark. Re-

serve Winners Bitch from the 12-18 Months 

class as well was Elan Sebring Price Above 

Rubies, bred and owned by Rachel Irvin.  

    The evening was devoted to food and fun 

with an Art Auction and dinner featuring 

Southern cuisine. Jason Taylor was the auc-

tioneer for the event. He used all of his pow-

ers of persuasion as he presented a variety of collectibles, vintage pieces, craft items and works of numerous 

well-known artists. He was assisted by several delightful "Vannas" who walked through the audience bringing 

the items to each table for closer inspection.  It was a successful evening for all, especially the winning bid-

ders.  

Day Five: Best of Breed Judging, Then Party Time 

The final day was indeed the Grand Finale in the celebration of the Afghan Hound. The Parade of Veterans followed by 

the Parade of Rescue always calls for tissues and a redo of the eye makeup. The Veterans strutted their stuff in fine form 

reflective of their show careers. The rescue dogs demonstrated what good doses of love, care and a forever home can 

bring to the lives of those unwanted, mistreated and/or abandoned. Their owners' dedication and patience were also on 

parade as they escorted their adoptees around the ring to enthusiastic applause.   

    After the presentation of the winners of the performance and companion events, it was Show Time, the Best 

of Breed competition. It was Terry Chacon who again entered the ring as the 41 dogs and bitches to be judged 

were brought in one by one for a solo swing around the ring. The judge began selecting those for further con-

sideration as she worked her way through the exhibits, giving each thoughtful evaluation. The final selections 

emerged and she made the designated placements. Best of Breed was awarded to the bitch GCh. Agha Djari's 

Eye Candy of Sura. She is owned by James Dalton, Suzanne Neill and Jamie Souza Bartlett and was bred by 

Stefan Boieck. It had been 7 years since a bitch captured the top award at the AHCA and that bitch was also  

 Major Awards  

At a Glance  
Best of Breed: GCh. Agha Djari's Eye Candy Of Sura 

Best of Opposite Sex: GCh. Pahlavi Itz Not My First Rodeo 

Best of Winners, Winners Bitch, Best in Sweepstakes: 

Google Me Of Meadow Valley 

Select Dog and Best Stud Dog: Ch. Agha Djari's Fifth Di-

mension Of Sura 

Select Bitch: GCh. Jakar An Affair Most Wicked  

Winners Dog and Award of Merit: Kasban Sharja Speak-

easy 

Reserve Winners Dog,  Best of Opposite Sex in Sweep-

stakes and Best Puppy: Sharja Sunset 

Additional Awards of Merit: GCh. Charteroak Blustar, 

Ch. Jorogz' Here For The Party, Ch. Wynsyr Foxrun Femme' 

Fatale and GCh. Elmo's Madonna 

Best Bred By Exhibitor: Spice Hill Premier 

Best Brood Bitch: Ch. Amon Rih Farouka 

High Scoring in Obedience and Highest Scoring AKC 

Champion in Regular Classes: Ch. Polo"s Oolong To Me 

N' Myway 

Lure Coursing Best in Event: Kominek"s Rains Of Casa-

mere, who with FC Kominek's Maid Of Sapphires were to-

gether the Best Brace. 
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bred by Stefan Boieck 

of Germany. The in-

ternational blending of 

bloodlines in the Af-

ghan Hound breed re-

flects a one-world re-

ality as demonstrated 

by several of the ma-

jor 2015 awards and 

continuing a trend 

seen over the past 

number of years. 

   The Best of Oppo-

site Sex was awarded 

to GCh. Pahlavi Itz 

Not My First Rodeo, 

bred by Ellen Klosson 

and owner Karen 

Wagner. The Winners 

Bitch was Best of 

Winners.  

    Select Dog was Ch. 

Agha Djari's Fifth Di-

mension of Sura who 

was bred by Stefan 

Boieck and has the 

same American sire as 

the Best of Breed. He is owned by Suzanne Neill, Jamie Souza Bartlett and Christine O'Connor. The Select 

Bitch was GCh. Jakar An Affair Most Wicked owned by Missy Galloway and Shelby Brown. 

    There were five Awards of Merit: GCh. Charteroak Blustar, Ch. Jorogz' Here For The Party, 

Ch. Wynsyr Foxrun Femme'Fatale, GCh. Elmo's Madonna and Kasban Sharja Speakeasy (Winners Dog ). The 

Best Puppy was the Best of Opposite Sex in Sweepstakes and Reserve  Winners Dog,  Sharja Sunset and the 

Best Bred By Exhibitor award went to the bitch Spice Hill Premier owned by Teri Tevlin and Katrina Hatch.  

    The Select Dog Ch. Agha Djari's Fifth Dimension of Sura was also Best Stud Dog.  The Best Brood Bitch 

was Ch. Amon Rih Farouka owned by Joy Atkins-Miller. Concluding the awards was Best Brace which went 

to Kominek's Rains of Castamere shown with FC Kominek's Maid of Sapphires. These two were also the win-

ners in the Lure Coursing events.  

    Keeping the show on schedule and running smoothly was a group of volunteers who are 

often unrecognized as they see to it that the exhibits and handlers are where they need to be, wearing the cor-

rect arm band, keeping track of the absentees, recording the placements, giving words of encouragement to 

nervous exhibitors and ensuring that designated trophies and awards are given correctly and in order to the 

judge. The group was assembled and organized by the Chief Ring Steward, Joanne Buehler. She was assisted 

by Barb and Russ Hastings, Linda Jackson, Brenda and Neil Brody, Tracee Elwess, Janet Lenobel, Leslie Stof-

fels, and Helen and Bob Stein.  

     

    

  


